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and the resourceful creatures see clearly
that we are not really at home
in the interpreted world (Rilkd&)uino Elegied: 11-13).

That which this way never lapses into the flux @fighing, overcomes from the start all
perishability. What has merely passed away is withdestiny even before it has passed
(Heidegger, Poetry, Language, Thought).

ABSTRACT

Wole Soyinka’'s works are little read or researcled\igeria and a degree project report on his wdeks
increasingly a rare event, which is surprising &or author who has won the Nobel Prize for litemtdrhe common
complaint is that his works are difficult. His ttlinovelAkéseems to have fared worse than the two before @ddition to
the charge of difficultyAkés also said to be autobiography, as if the apmearaf facts of personal history — or any kind
of history — ina novel necessarily disqualifies therk for consideration as art. Careful readingthed work, however,
reveals characteristic patterning of art. It magrevecall James Joycel$e Portrait of an Artist as a Young Manhich
remains one of the great works of Modernism, desgliégments of personal history in it. In this pageme of the artistic
patterns ofAkéare discussed, but the focus is on the ways cHitased interpretations of reality resist perishinder the
onslaught of new modes of being in the world whittristianity and colonization have made possiblee Tinveiling of
‘people power’ and the ‘General Will’, in oppositido traditional and colonial power systems, in tlomtext of the
cultural upheaval whichapturesand reduces the autobiographical sequence, thrawgrag the same time a character with
heroic stature on the one hand gives the work ijeas ahistorical novel but also it posits another mode of perception

and being in the world which more than matcheotiesystem, before which that system loses sethogy.
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